ECOLOGY DEFINITIONS FROM EXAM PAPERS   



4 marks = 1%
20 marks = 5% = grade change
	Definition
	Answer
	Year /Q/
	Marks

	2010 

	Biosphere
	Part(s) of earth that supports life
	2010 (5a)
	3
	20

	Ecosystem
	Organisms and their (interactions with) environment
	5b
	3
	

	Habitat
	(Place) where a species (or an organism) lives
	5c
	3
	

	Symbiosis
	Relationship between (different) species in which at least one benefits
	5d
	3
	

	Biotic factor
	Living (organism’s influence on another organism)
	5e
	3
	

	Food Wed
	Interconnected food chains or more than one species at each trophic level
	5f
	3
	

	Fauna
	Animals
	5g
	2
	

	2009

	Predation
	Killing (or catching) and eating an animal (or an organism, or prey). 

OR Killing (or catching) an animal (or an organism, or prey) for food.
	2009 (3a)
	3
	18

	Niche
	Organism's role in ecosystem
	2009 (3c)
	3
	

	Edaphic
	(To do with) soil
	2009 (3e)
	3
	

	Conservation
	The management of the environment or 

of organisms
	2009 11ai
	3


	

	Qualitative
	tells you The types of organisms present
	2009 11 c 
	3


	

	Quantitative
	tells you the Numbers of individuals
	2009 11 c 
	3
	

	2008

	Habitat
	(is the place) where organism (or species) lives
	2008 7 a
	3
	15

	Ecosystem
	is relationship between organisms and their environment
	2008 7 a
	3
	

	Competition
	is the struggle between organisms (animals or plants) for resource or for named resource (in short supply)
	2008 10ai
	3
	

	scramble competition
	is when each organism gets some of resource
	
	6
	

	contest competition
	is when one organism loses the resource

	
	
	

	2007

	Trophic level
	feeding level or energy level or position in food chain
	2007 2 a
	5
	26

	Niche 
	role of organism 
	2007 12 a
	3
	

	Edaphic factor 
	soil factor
	2007 12 a
	3
	

	symbiosis.
	relationship between two species involving benefit
(at least one organism benefits)
	2007 12 a
	3
	

	nitrogen cycle 
	*to make (nitrogen) available  / for use by organisms
	2007 12 b
	3 /3 
	

	nitrogen fixation
	N2 converted to compound or named
	2007 12 b
	3
	

	nitrification
	ammonia to nitrites or to nitrates or nitrites to nitrates
	
	3
	

	2006

	biosphere
	where life can exist or all the ecosystems of the earth [must not define habitat] 
	2006 2a
	4
	17

	qualitative survey
	species, or organisms, or types, present 
	
	4
	

	fauna
	animals 
	2006 9a
	3
	

	key
	a guide to identification or explained 
	2006 9a
	3
	

	pollution
	harmful addition to the environment 
	2006 10 c
	3
	

	2005

	competition
	Rivalry (fight) for resource or named resource / organisms requiring limited resources 
	2005 12a
	3
	

	2004

	pollution
	Any harmful (undesirable) (addition to) the environment
	2004 5a
	5
	28

	conservation
	Retention of viable populations (e.g. stopping extinction) or their habitats or comment on management or any one explained [allow ‘wise use of environment]
	2004 5b
	5
	

	biosphere, 
	Parts of the earth that support life
	2004 10 a
	3
	

	habitat
	Place where organism(s) live(s)
	2004 10a
	3
	

	niche.
	Role of organism (in an ecosystem)
	2004 10a
	3
	

	abiotic
	non-living
	2004 10b
	3
	

	biotic
	living
	2004 10b
	
	

	pyramid of numbers
	Shows numbers of different organisms in a food chain (or in trophic levels or named trophic levels)
	2004 10b
	3
	

	predator
	an animal (or organism) that eats another animal
	2004 10c
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